
Endangered species in the UK -  birds
Can you tell a sparrow 
from a finch? Why is it 
important to recognise 
birds and care for them? 
Conserving biodiversity 
is about genetic variety, 
habitats and ecosystems. 
If one species of birds 
decline it often tells a 
story about the health of 
the birds’ habitat.

You  can build your own nest boxes (www.bcc.co.uk/
nature) and provide water and food for birds throughout the 
year. Keep the feeders safe from cats, and you certainly don’t 
want to invite rodents to your bird food.  The kind of food is 
important too.

What you can do

Besides putting up nest boxes around the school’s premises, 
schools could participate with the Big School’s Birdwatch. 
www.rspb.org.uk

What schools can do

Find out more
www.wildwoodtrust.org
www.naturalengland.org
www.rspb.org.uk
www.bbc.co.uk/nature
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Endangered species in the UK – Birds

Peregrine
These magnificent agile falcons have been much 
persecuted in a variety of ways through the centuries. Yet 
they survive and have adapted to urban living. They nest 
in church towers, pylons, warehouses and high-rise flats.

Red Kite 
This beautiful bird of prey, recognisable by its distinct 
triangular shaped tail has been persecuted to the brink 
of extinction. In recent years the population is slowly 
recovering. Maybe we shall see it hunting the streets of 
London again. For now, the best chance to see a Red Kite 
is in Wales.

House Sparrow
The dramatic 30-year decline of 
house sparrows in towns and cities 
- by 68% - is probably caused by 
the popularity of ornamental plants 
such as leylandii, the removal of 
trees, and the conversion of front 
gardens for parking. The loss of 
woody shrubs and trees leaves too 
few insects in summer for the birds to feed their chicks. 

Starling
Flocks of starling are a spectacular sight as the birds seem 
to dance through the sky as one living organism. Sadly, 
the number of starlings has more than halved since 1979. 
Starlings live in small loose groups in the summer and 
during the winter months they assemble into communal 
night-time roosts, which can number several thousand 
birds. 
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