
Spring watch
Is Mother Nature confused or is this a sign of global 
warming? 
Trees have been coming into leaf sooner. Migrant birds 
are arriving earlier with swallows now a week ahead of 
their dates in 1970. Frogspawn is being spotted before 
Christmas in the south-west, while comma and holly blue 
butterflies have been sighted as early as March.

Help with the Woodland Trust on-line survey or join as a 
volunteer. 
www.woodland-trust.org.uk
www.naturescalendar.org.uk

What you can do

More information
www.bto.org/birdtrack
www.woodland-trust.org.uk
www.naturescalendar.org.uk

The Woodland Trust’s ‘Nature Detectives’ website is full with 
interactive resources and activity sheets and has a nature club for 
kids www.naturedetectives.org.uk/

Signs of Spring

Late January: snowdrops

Late February: primroses

Early March: bumblebees and frogspawn

Late April: first swallows arrive

done this
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First sighting of

Bumble Bee	

Frogspawn

Swallow 
Swift or House Martin

Snowdrops

Primroses

Bumble Bee
The Bumble Bee is much bigger than a bee 
or a wasp and is furry. There are six major 
different species in the UK.

Frogspawn
The difference between frogspawn and 
toad spawn is that the frog eggs are laid in 
clumps and the toad eggs are laid in clumps.

Swallow Family
Swift – Dark all over, pale throats, narrow 
wings. Look for groups of birds swooping 
and shrieking between buildings at dusk.

House Martin – Shorter tail forks, white 
rump. They build their mud nests under the 
eaves of houses.
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